CHAPTER   V
THE REACTION

Just as the political history of a continent is very lar-
gely the result of the continuous struggle of opposing
forces in conflict, cultural evolution also is determined
by similar antithetical currents and movements. Al-
though it may not be always possible to foresee such an
evolution in detail we can observe similar principles at
work which permit to arrive at certain general conclusions
regarding the way in which, either in politics or in cul-
ture, currents and cross-currents are created. An age of
prosperity^ economic and political expansion, and cultu-
ral stability is usually followed by a period of intense un-
rest, social transition and intellectual re-valuation. These
are times of intense artistic creation caused by the intellec-
tual's search for certainty and his attempts to enlarge the
frontiers of his mind* The transition from the eigh-
teenth to the nineteenth century was such a time. It also
witnessed the most creative kind of response of Euro-
peans towards India. The response was coloured by the
intense desire of the middle classes of Europe for emo-
tional identification, social justice, and a rejuvenated re-
ligion.

The 'return to reason' which the nineteenth cen-
tury witnessed, also brought about a reaction in the Wes-
tern response towards India. India that so long had been
identified in the mind of Ejropean intellectuals with na-
ture, innocence, and simplicity, had been 'humanized'
by the Indologists, by Burke, by innumerable accounts of
travels in the East Out of the dream and the vision
there arose a new image of India, no longer an isolated